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Status of Paraho's Mining and Reclamation Permit Application

August 9, L982

Per your request at this morning's neetirg. here is a swmarization or
Paraho's status relative to its minirg and reclemation permit application with
our Division.

Paraho subnitted one copy of its lsslamalion plan on iGrch 1. L982.
Additional copies vrere provided on May 19, L982, along with a copy of tbe
comaercial feasibility study, following a staff site visit on May 6, L982.

The Division's workload and several priority items. particularly involvirg
coal, have contributed to our delay in reviewing Paraho's mining and
reclnrnation plan. The Synthetic Fuel Oorporation's announcFrntrnt noc to
provioe assistance to Paraho durirg the first round, coupled with no response
from Paraho representatives that they were continuing with the project, also
played a part in the delay. It was our decision to place Paraho's project on
a lower priority, given the other iterns we had to review.

Staff corments regarding the various poriions of the mining and
reclamntion plan (geology, soils. biology and ergineering) have been
fornalized. with the exception of nydrology wbicir should be completed this
week. A consolidated response outlining all of our concerns should be
forwarded to Paraho sometime next week. As we mentioned this mornirg, it
apPears that there are sme deficiencies, however. no major obstacles are
evidenE at this time.
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Given a tinely and complete response from Paraho witn any adciitional
information required, as well as a timely Division review, the earliest that
tentative approvai an<i_public notice could occur is the end of September
followilg the Division's-montnly.Board ibarirg. Strbsequent to the thirty (30)
day public conment period. asslnnipg no adversE cmment6 and posEing of tlre 

-

required tsglamition_surety, final Division approval may be issuedl 1herefore,
the end of 0ctober L982 is the earliest that Piraho carexpect a permit from
us for the entire project.

Paraho rePresentatives have informed us of a need to perfom sone
geotechnical work this fall which tpuld also entail construction of an accessroad. I^Ie see no_problem in allowing this limiced activity to proceed under
the definition of exploration while the mining and reckmtion plan is underfinal review.

One additional itern concerns GNC Energy Oorporation's consideration by
Snythetic Fuels Oorporation for assistance. Oui office does not have a minirg
and reclametion plan fot lliq.project. They are currently operatirg under a "
Declararion of ExemFtion (ooel which involvLs 1ess than two'(2) acrEs of
annual suriace discurbance.
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